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Voters to Consider 
Proposed Capital 
Project on 
December 16

Seeking to address needs in the areas 
of health, safety, energy efficiency, 

and infrastructure, the Ellenville Board 
of Education voted at its October 14 
meeting to hold a referendum on a 
proposed $14.4 million Capital Project. 
The public vote will be held on  
December 16.

The proposed project includes 
upgrades and repairs to all three of the 
District’s schools. It is anticipated that  
76 percent, or about $10.9 million, of 
the Capital Project would be funded with 
New York State Building Aid. This leaves 
approximately $3.5 million, which is  
not anticipated to increase taxes. 
This is possible because the District has 
existing debt that will soon be paid off. 
The cost for this new work can take the 
place of the retiring debt. 

 “The current availability of State 
Building Aid and uncharacteristically low 
interest rates enhance the opportunity 
to protect our community’s investment 
in our schools,” said Superintendent Lisa 
A. Wiles. “Now is the optimal time,” she 
said.

  The District’s professional 
architects and engineers identified the 
proposed work as high priority in the 
State-mandated Building Condition 
Survey (BCS). If voters approve the 
project, the work would be performed 
in the summers of 2016 and 2017, so 
classes would not be disrupted.

The project includes replacing 
several end-of-life systems, including 
upgrades to two major components: 
converting the Elementary School’s 
circa 1955 steam heat system to more 
efficient hot water, and providing new 
roofs for the three schools. 

Continued on page 2

EllEnvillE CElEbratEs 

Continuing a cherished tradition, Ellenville celebrated Homecoming in 
late October. Highlights included a pep rally, homecoming dance, and 

two football games: one featuring alumni players, and the other a Varsity 
match against Spackenkill. Presiding over the activities were this year’s 
Homecoming King and Queen, Joseph Smith and Maia Garcia. 

Kicking off the festivities, the High School staged a pep rally on Friday, 
October 24. The school’s fall sports teams were welcomed to the stage, 
generating whoops, hollers, and generous applause from the appreciative 
crowd. 

“I think pep rallies help students and athletes develop a sense of 
school pride and promote a positive culture within the school,” noted 
Ellenville Athletic Director Mary Boriello, who acted as emcee at the event. 
“Teammates get an opportunity to support each other on their own team, 
teams get to support other teams in their school, and students who do not 
play sports have an opportunity to show support to their classmates.”

Earlier, as students filled the hall to overflowing, High School Principal 
Carl Pabón reflected on the significance of the pep rally for his students. “It 
builds Blue Devil pride. These athletes that we honor, in addition to being 
students, are adding to the school spirit by their contributions, beyond the 
school day and on their own time,” he remarked. “As student athletes, they 
take the time to play hard and practice hard, all with an unceasing dedication 
to their sport and their school.”

On Friday evening, athletes and non-athletes alike flocked to the High 
School, where colorful lighting, lively music, and a generous supply of 
balloons transformed the cafeteria into an appropriately festive setting for the 
homecoming dance. Scores of energetic dancers, many of them wearing glow-
in-the-dark headbands and necklaces, showed off their fancy outfits and even 
fancier dance steps. 

On Saturday night, Ellenville fans filled the grandstand and lined the 
fences to cheer on the Varsity Football players in their hard-fought contest 
against Spackenkill. Although the Spartans ultimately prevailed, 43-18, the 
crowd’s enthusiasm and school spirit were palpable, as senior athletes and 
their parents were honored, and returning alumni were welcomed “home.” 

More Homecoming photos on pages 4 & 5

Homecoming!
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Capital projECt: 
Highlights of proposed Work

 f Replace fire alarm systems that have reached the end of their useful life.
 f Install fire/life safety devices (smoke detectors, alarms, and strobe lighting) 
in basement at Ellenville Middle School/High School (EMS/EHS). None 
currently exist.
 f Removal of vinyl asbestos floor tiles in all buildings.
 f Replace antiquated rope stage rigging system and splintered/uneven stage 
floor at EMS/EHS.
 fUpdate the Elementary School’s original electrical system from 1956. 
 f Replace antiquated and inefficient kitchen equipment at EMS/EHS and 
upgrade its electrical system to handle new equipment.
 f Replace 1932 portion of EHS building cornice where chunks have 
detached and fallen and install metal cover to prevent further crumbling. 
 f Renovate two original 1956 restrooms at EMS/EHS. 
 fMitigate moisture issues under classroom floor tiles, which cause tiles to 
detach and create uneven floor surfaces. 
 f Repave/resurface uneven and deteriorating tennis court surface.
 f Resurface track to protect base and extend its life. 
 f Install ADA-compliant wall-mounted handrails on Elementary School’s 
corridor ramp. 
 f Add windows in identified Elementary School classrooms that currently 
have no natural light or natural ventilation (no windows currently exist). 
 f Provide ventilation in Elementary School warming kitchen to provide fresh 
air intake and help mitigate excessive temperatures.
 fUpdate worn wall finishes and floors at Elementary School cafeteria to 
more durable surfaces suited for the room’s function.
 f Install covered aluminum walkway from Elementary School to Middle 
School to provide weather protection (used daily by students). 
 f Replace deteriorated concrete at technology wing and auditorium exit at 
EMS/EHS.

Converting the antiquated 
heating system will cost $3.5 million, 
engineers estimate. Compared to the 
current steam method, the new hot 
water system is expected to result in an 
energy savings in the affected buildings 
of about 25-30 percent, and will pay for 
itself over the life of the system.

Roof replacement is estimated at 
$6.59 million. The roofs, parts of which 
are more than 18 years old, are no 
longer under warranty. Because of their 
age, they are not eligible for warranty 
extension. Although they are closely 
monitored for issues and have been 
repeatedly patched, Mrs. Wiles worries 
that leaks, mold, and water damage 
will inevitably occur if the problems are 
not addressed. 

“The roofs are a priority. If we wait 
for them to fail, the cost of repairs could 
be far greater,” Mrs. Wiles said.

Highlights of the remaining safety, 
efficiency, and infrastructure items 
slated for replacement throughout the 
buildings are listed in the box at left. 

These improvements are too 
costly to fund out of the annual school 
Operating Budget, which supports our 
school programs and is voted upon each 
May. The Capital Project will have no 
impact on the Operating Budget. 

For more information on the 
Capital Project, please contact the 
Superintendent’s Office at 647-0100, 
email capitalproject@ecs.k12.ny.us, or 
visit the website at www.ecs.k12.ny.us. 

Voters to Consider 
Proposed Capital Project 
on December 16
Continued from page 1

Vinyl asbestos floor tiles would be replaced in all three 
schools.

Chunks of masonry have detached and fallen from this 
cornice at the 1932 portion of the High School.

An antiquated rope stage-rigging system at   
EMS/EHS will be replaced if the project is approved.

The proposed Capital Project would replace end-of-life 
roofs at all three schools.

The wooden stage floor at EMS/EHS is splintered and 
uneven.

The proposed Capital Project calls for updating the 
Elementary School’s 1956 electrical system to 
provide capacity for current power needs.

The proposed work includes replacing antiquated, 
inefficient kitchen equipment at EMS/EHS, as well as 
updating the electrical system to provide additional 
capacity.
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school board Welcomes student representatives

This year, Ellenville Elementary School has a new theme: “Be Nice!” The 
school launched its year-round kindness campaign at its Welcome Back 

Assembly, held at the High School track this fall.
Principal Holly Eikszta kicked off the event. Waving blue and gold pom-

poms, she led the children in a rousing call-and-response cheer that spelled 
out the new motto, letter by letter. She urged the students, who filled the 
grandstands as well as part of the football field, to “Be kind everywhere—in the 
classroom, in the hallways, in the cafeteria, in the bathrooms, and on the bus!”

Music teacher Lynn Peck joined the students in singing the school song,  
“Nestled in a Valley.” In an enthusiastic display of school spirit, the children 
sang: “Night time or day time/Work time, play time/We’re for the Blue and 
Gold!”

Adding to the festivities, Assistant Principal Maurice Jean Stewart rewarded 
the students’ “Be Nice” cheer by agreeing to be pushed around the track in a 
shopping cart.

 The assembly was more than mere fun, 
however. It was also an effective reminder 
of how important it is to be kind to one 
another.

Elementary School 
students celebrated 
the launching of a 
yearlong kindness 
campaign at the 
school’s Welcome 
Back Assembly. 

Elementary school students 
Kick off Kindness Campaign

For many of the members of the Ellenville Board of Education, 
it’s been years, even decades, since they’ve sat in a classroom, 

dined in the cafeteria, or competed on an athletic field.
But Taylor Chappel and Guillermo Vega-Villegas are high 

school seniors and, as the 2014-2015 student representatives to 
the school board, they are responsible for bringing a student’s 
viewpoint to the table.

“I’ve always wanted to do it,” said Guillermo, who also serves 
on the Student Council. “The school board is sort of mysterious, 
and I’m eager to see how it works and be part of it.”

Student representatives do not vote or sit in on executive 
sessions, but do bring a unique and vital perspective.

Taylor, who is president of the Student Council and an accomplished athlete, said she enjoys being involved in 
the school community and is eager for the opportunity to express the students’ concerns and viewpoints. “I think it’s 
important that we’re there to let [the trustees] know what’s going on,” she said.

Guillermo Vega-Villegas (left) and Taylor Chappel, the student 
representatives to the Ellenville Board of Education.

Join us for an 
Informational Meeting  

Tuesday, 
December 2, 
from 6-7 PM at the 

High School Media Center

Or, stop by our information 
table at the following events. 

Please note, the information tables 
on concert nights will be available 
in the High School lobby one hour 

before show time. 

December 3 
Elementary School PTO Winter 

Wonderland @ 5-7:30pm

December 4 
Grade 5 Winter Concert @ 6-7pm

December 10
Grade 6 Winter Concert @ 6-7pm

December 15
Grade 5 Sing-Along @ 6-7pm

December 16
Grade 7/8 Winter Concert @ 6-7pm

Learn More 
abouT The 

Capital 
Project! 
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Ellenville Unites against bullying

Orange was the color of the day on 
October 21, when the Ellenville 

Central School District celebrated Unity 
Day to show its commitment to preventing 
bullying. Students and staff at all three 
schools donned orange-colored clothing in 
response to the question, “What are your 
true colors when it comes to bullying?”  

At the Elementary School, which has 
monthly anti-bullying assemblies, students 
and staff received special Unity Day bracelets, 
pencils, and stickers. 

At the Middle School, teachers and 
students decorated classroom doors 
with inspiring slogans and messages like 
“Celebrate Unity,” “Think Before You 
Speak,” and “Random Acts of Kindness: 
Pass it On!” Students also received rubber 
bracelets with the slogan “Kindness Counts,” 
as a reminder to be kind to one another. 

Middle School Principal Angela 
Urbina, the District’s Bullying Committee 
Chairperson, explains the significance of 
Unity Day to the school district. “This 
observance allows the school community to 
be creative and positive, looking always at the 
ways we accept differences,” she said.

EllEnvillE CElEbratEs 
Homecoming!
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Elementary School Students 
“Read for the Record”

On October 21, Ellenville Elementary School students 
participated in a nationwide reading initiative, “Jumpstart’s 
Read for the Record” campaign. Ellenville’s young readers 
joined more than 2.5 million children from across the country 
in reading Bunny Cakes, by Rosemary Wells. “The idea behind 
the campaign is to promote childhood literacy by bringing 
children and adults together to read the same book, on the 
same day, in communities throughout America,” explained 
Library Media Specialist Sarah Mitchell. “The children loved 
being a part of this record-setting event!” 

Photos by Joan Beck and Robert Curtis



Ellenville Central School District Newsletter Issue 2

6

Middle school Mentors support 
struggling students

Ellenville Middle School’s Mentorship Program 
offers support to students who may be struggling 

academically, socially, or emotionally. The mentors—
volunteers drawn from the teaching staff—act as caring 
advocates for the 
students, who have 
received parental 
permission to participate 
in the initiative.

“Students may be 
referred to the program 
for a number of reasons—
including absenteeism, 
failing grades, discipline 
referrals, and social and 
emotional concerns,” 
explains School 
Counselor Alison Chapin, 
who spearheads the 
program.

Last year, 29 teachers 
volunteered to be 
mentors, serving a total 
of 33 students. “It’s a 
testament to our staff that so many are willing to go out of 
their way to try to make a difference in a child’s life,” Mrs. 
Chapin observes.  

 Mentors check in regularly with the students to review 
their progress and to discuss any problems that may need 
addressing. The mentors also work directly with their 
teachers, principals, and counselor as needed.  

Each semester, 
mentors and mentees 
collaborate on setting 
goals. If a student 
successfully achieves 
his or her goal, the 
accomplishment 
is recognized and 
celebrated.

Perhaps the most 
important role the 
mentors play, Mrs. 
Chapin suggests, is to 
serve as positive role 
models. “Mentors,” 
she says, “can help 
students make the 
kind of good choices 
that lead to bright 
futures. Students are 

much more likely to succeed academically when they feel 
they have a connection at school. The mentoring program 
fosters those important connections.”

Middle School mentors pose for a group photograph. Among this year’s mentors are School 
Counselor Alison Chapin (second from left) and Principal Angela Urbina (third from right).

Elementary Students Have 

      a Howling Good Time 

Tapping into the excitement generated by 
Halloween, Elementary School Physical 

Education teachers Rebecca Cole and Andrew 
Garigliano transformed the school gymnasium 
into a haunted playground, complete with 
creepy spiders, spooky spirits, scary sounds, 
and an abundance of cobwebs. Children could 
barely contain their excitement as they rotated through 
10 learning and fitness stations—including a mysterious maze, a mini-golf 
course located in a “cemetery,” and a sinister-seeming swamp that had to be 
navigated via scooter. Some stations allowed children to work on their hand-
and-eye coordination, while others enabled them to practice their throwing 
and tossing skills. “This reinforces skills we teach throughout the year in a safe 
and fun environment,” said Mrs. Cole. “The students love it!”   
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Middle school Hosts open House

At the Middle School’s fall Open House, parents and 
guardians took the opportunity to meet their children’s 

teachers and learn more about homework expectations, 
academic standards, proficiency testing, and parent/teacher 
communication. Parents and students were also able to stop 
in at the library for the school’s fourth annual book fair and 
sale, sponsored by the school’s PTO.

spaghetti supper supports seniors

School spirit topped the menu on November 5, when 
Ellenville’s Senior Class hosted its annual Spaghetti 

Dinner.
Volunteers and community generosity were key 

ingredients to the evening’s success. Ellenville Food 
Service Director William Beadle volunteered his time to 
cook 50 pounds of spaghetti. The salad and bread were 
donated by Whitsons Culinary Group, the senior class 
paid for the sauce and pasta, the ice cream was provided 
gratis by Gillette Creamery, and the meat for the sauce 
was donated by Larry Haight, Ellenville Class of 1967. 
Everything else was donated by parents and the students 
of the Class of 2015.

According to class co-advisors Sharon Lamendola and 
Liz Pidel, the event raised more than $1,000 to support 
the senior prom, the senior trip, and other activities.

The Middle School’s 
Open House offered 
opportunities to meet 
with teachers (above) 
and to shop at the 
annual book fair (left 
and right).

Table settings were decorated to reflect sports 
teams, birthdays, the movie Despicable Me, superheroes, 
Christmas, Mardi Gras, and even M&Ms, as seniors 
competed to see who could dream up the most inviting, 
amusing, or creative themes. The seniors, costumed to 
reflect the themes of their tables, acted as servers.

The festivities drew multiple family members of the 
senior class. Senior Marin Wenig, one of the evening’s 
servers, had her grandmother, parents, and several cousins 
come out to support the event. “I’ve been coming to 
this event for years,” said her grandmother, Ellen Bugna. 
“I graduated from this school and have attended in 
support of my daughter, son, two grandsons, and now my 
granddaughter Marin. Next year, I’ll be attending again 
for two more granddaughters. I think it is wonderful that 
so many people come out to support these students.”
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Common Core Informational Night

A bit of the mystery surrounding the Common Core Learning   
  Standards was dispelled during a special informational night 

hosted by the Ellenville School District.
Parents, students, family members, teachers, and staff 

members attended the event, which was held on October 1. The 
evening included presentations addressing the new learning 
standards for students in Grades K-12 in English Language Arts 
(ELA) and Math. Instructional experts from Ulster BOCES led the 
sessions.

The Common Core Learning Standards, administrators said, 
have brought about some major changes, and the goal of the 
event was to help parents and students meet challenging new 
demands. The 45-minute sessions included details about Common 
Core, advice and tips on how to help students succeed, and 
resources for support.

“The increased expectations for students have resulted in 
many questions about what Common Core means for students and 

Ellenville students 
and staff Walk to raise 
awareness of alzheimer’s

More than 100 walkers from the Ellenville Central 
School District participated in the 2014 Walk to End 

Alzheimer’s, which took place on the Walkway Over the 
Hudson in September. Organizing the Ellenville contingent 
was the High School Key Club. “The Key Club is the 
largest high school 
club in the world,” 
says Ellenville 
Key Club Adviser 
Angelo Miranda. 
“Its purpose is to 
promote community 
service and build 
character.” 
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In an attempt to maintain a continual “Child Find” program, the Ellenville Central School District is committed to locating and identifying disabled youngsters residing 
within District boundaries, including preschool-aged children and those attending non-public schools. If you suspect your child has a disability, we urge you to 
share your concerns with your child’s teacher or your school’s Assistant Principal. We also encourage you to share any developmental concerns with your pediatric 
provider. For additional information, you may contact the District’s Department of Special Education or Section 504 representative at 845-647-0110 or 845-647-0112.

Child 
Find

ways parents can support their children with school work,” said 
Matt Latvis, Ellenville’s Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum 
and Instruction. “The changes have been confusing and sometimes 
frustrating for students, parents, and teachers, and the purpose 
of the Common Core Informational Night was to help people 
understand the changes. We look forward to organizing similar 
events in the future.” 

Members of the National Honor Society offered free childcare 
in the Middle School cafeteria while parents and older students 
attended the seminars.

“We have a Math-phobic nation,” Halle Kananack, a master 
teacher and specialist in K-12 Math, told those who attended her 
session, and her goal is to help change that. The Common Core, she 
said, not only creates a nationwide consistency in what students 
learn, but also hones the way students approach mathematics.

“It’s really about thinking,” she said. “It’s about what makes 
sense.”


